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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 9/1 1/2008, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 
1-12, 18-23, 25-27, and 29-31 have been fully considered and are partially persuasive, 
except for the arguments with respect to claims 14-18. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn, except for the rejection of claims 14-18 that rejection has been 
maintained. However, upon further consideration, regarding claims 1-12, 18-23, 25-27, 
and 29-31 , a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Burema et al. 
(2002/0029290) and Sharder et al. (6,374,359). 

2. Applicant's arguments, with respect to claims 14-18, filed 9/1 1/2008 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

3. In the remarks, applicant argued in substance that: 

(A) Claim 16 includes similar limitations to those discussed with claim 3 and that 
claims 14, 15, and 17 incorporate limitations discussed above and are accordingly 
patentable. 

As to point (A), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. The Examiner notes that 
claims 14-17 do not have all of the same limitations as the other independent claims. 
Applicant's arguments with regards to claims 14-17 fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(b) 
because they amount to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable 
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invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. Applicant must also discuss the references 
applied against the claims, explaining how the claims avoid the references or distinguish 
from them. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Burema et al. (2002/0029290), hereinafter referred to as Burema. 

6. Regarding claim 14, Burema disclosed sending, from a client, a first request for a 
resource to a data collection server (paragraph 0045); in response to the first request 
including a visitor identifier: receiving the requested resource (paragraphs 0031 and 
0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); in response to the first request not including a visitor identifier: 
receiving a new visitor identifier and a redirection request from the data collection server 
(paragraphs 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); responsive to the client storing the new 
visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), sending a second 
request for a resource with the new visitor identifier to the data collection server; and 
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responsive to the client not storing the new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071- 
78 and Figs. 3a-b), sending a second request for a resource without the new visitor 
identifier to the data collection server (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); 
and receiving the requested resource (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

7. Regarding claim 16, Burema disclosed sending, from a client, a first request for a 
resource to a data collection server (paragraph 0045); in response to the first request 
not including a visitor identifier: a) receiving a new visitor identifier and a redirection 
request from the data collection server (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), 
the redirection request including an indicator that step c) has been performed; b) 
responsive to the client storing the new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 
and Figs. 3a-b), sending a second request for a resource with the new visitor identifier 
to the data collection server (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), the second 
request including an indicator that step c) has been performed; and c) responsive to the 
client not storing the new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), 
sending a second request for a resource without the new visitor identifier to the data 
collection server (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), the second request 
including an indicator that step c) has been performed; and receiving the requested 
resource (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

8. Regarding claims 15 and 17, Burema disclosed a method wherein the visitor 
identifier comprises a cookie (paragraph 0031). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-12, 18-23, 25-27, and 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over by Burema et al. (2002/0029290), in view of Sharder et al. 
(6,374,359), hereinafter referred to as Sharder. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 and 18, Burema disclosed a.) receiving a request for a 
resource, the request originating at a client (paragraph 0045); b.) determining whether 
the request for the resource includes a visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 
and Figs. 3a-b); c.) responsive to the request not including the visitor identifier: 
assigning a new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); and 
sending a redirection request with the new visitor identifier to the client (paragraph 0031 
and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); responsive to the client storing the new visitor identifier 
(paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), determining that the client accepts visitor 
identifiers (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); and responsive to the client 
not storing the new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), 
determining that the client does not accept visitor identifiers and transmitting the 
requested resource (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

However, Burema may not explicitly teach responsive to the request including a 
visitor identifier: obtaining data associated with the visitor identifier; determining that the 
client accepts visitor identifiers; and transmitting the requested resource to the client. 
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Sharder teaches responsive to the request (refresh request) including a visitor identifier: 
obtaining data associated with the visitor identifier (column 6, lines 1-25); determining 
that the client accepts visitor identifiers (column 6, lines 1-25); and transmitting the 
requested resource to the client (column 6, lines 1-25). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the features as 
taught by Sharder in the system of Burema because both are from the same field of 
endeavor and in order to provide an architecture for the dynamic use and validation of 
HTTP cookies (column 1 , lines 60-65). 

12. Regarding claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 12, 15, 17, and 20 Burema disclosed a method 
wherein the visitor identifier comprises a cookie (paragraph 0031). 

13. Regarding claims 3 and 19, Burema disclosed a.) receiving a request for a 
resource from a requestor, the requestor having an address (paragraph 0045); b.) 
determining whether the request includes a visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071- 
78 and Figs. 3a-b); d.) responsive to the request not including a visitor identifier: b d.1) 
determining whether the request includes a indicator that step d.3) has been performed 
(paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); e d.2) responsive to the request 
including the indicator that step d.3) has been performed (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 
and Figs. 3a-b), assigning a visitor identifier from the requestor's address and 
determining that the requestor does not accept visitor identifiers and transmitting the 
requested resource to the requestor (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); d.3) 
responsive to the request not including the indicator that step d.3) has been performed: 
assigning a new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); sending 
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to the requestor a redirection request including the new visitor identifier and an indicator 
that step d.3) has been performed; and repeating steps a-d (paragraph 0031 and 0071- 
78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

However, Burema may not explicitly teach responsive to the request including a 
visitor identifier: obtaining data associated with the visitor identifier; determining that the 
client accepts visitor identifiers; and transmitting the requested resource to the client 
and the redirection request being adapted to cause the requestor to retransmit the 
request for the resource. Sharder teaches responsive to the request (refresh request) 
including a visitor identifier: obtaining data associated with the visitor identifier (column 
6, lines 1-25); determining that the client accepts visitor identifiers (column 6, lines 1- 
25); and transmitting the requested resource to the client (column 6, lines 1-25) and the 
redirection request being adapted to cause the requestor to retransmit the request for 
the resource (column 6, lines 1-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to include the features as taught by Sharder in the 
system of Burema because both are from the same field of endeavor and in order to 
provide an architecture for the dynamic use and validation of HTTP cookies (column 1 , 
lines 60-65). 

14. Regarding claim 5, Burema disclosed a method wherein determining whether the 
request for the resource included a visitor identifier further comprises the steps of: 
comparing the visitor identifier with a range of valid visitor identifiers (paragraph 0031 
and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); and, in response to the visitor identifier being outside the 
range of valid visitor identifiers (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b), indicating 
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that the request did not include the visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and 
Figs. 3a-b). 

15. Regarding claim 7, Burema disclosed categorizing data sent with the request for 
the resource by at least one selected from the group consisting of a visitor identifier, a 
page identifier, and a time stamp (paragraphs 0045-50 and 0031). 

16. Regarding claim 9, Burema disclosed repeating steps a-d for a predetermined 
amount of time (paragraphs 0045-50). 

17. Regarding claim 10, Burema disclosed repeating steps a-d until receiving a 
particular request for a resource (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

18. Regarding claim 1 1 , Burema disclosed responsive to the request not including a 
visitor identifier determining that the requestor does not accept visitor identifiers 
(paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); responsive to the request not including 
the indicator that step has been performed: assigning a new visitor identifier determining 
that the requestor does not accept visitor identifiers (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and 
Figs. 3a-b); and causing the communication interface to transmit the requested 
resource to the requestor (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); sending to the 
requestor a redirection request including the new visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 
0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b),a session controller coupled to the cookie handler for signaling 
a session end for a particular visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 
3a-b); and a repository for: storing data sent with the request for the resource 
(paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b); responsive to the request including a 
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visitor identifier, storing data associated with the visitor identifier (paragraph 0031 and 
0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

However, Burema may not explicitly teach determining whether the request 
includes a visitor identifier; responsive to the request including a visitor identifier; 
obtaining data associated with the visitor identifier; determining that the requestor 
accepts visitor identifiers; and causing the communication interface to transmit the 
requested resource to the requestor, and the redirection request being adapted to 
cause the requestor to retransmit the request for the resource. Sharder teaches 
determining whether the request includes a visitor identifier (column 6, lines 1-25); 
responsive to the request including a visitor identifier (column 6, lines 1-25); obtaining 
data associated with the visitor identifier (column 6, lines 1-25); determining that the 
requestor accepts visitor identifiers (column 6, lines 1-25); and causing the 
communication interface to transmit the requested resource to the requestor (column 6, 
lines 1-25), and the redirection request being adapted to cause the requestor to 
retransmit the request for the resource (column 6, lines 1-25). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the 
features as taught by Sharder in the system of Burema because both are from the same 
field of endeavor and in order to provide an architecture for the dynamic use and 
validation of HTTP cookies (column 1 , lines 60-65). 

1 9. Regarding claims 21 , 25, and 29 Burema disclosed wherein the received request 
identifies a resource (paragraph 0045), and the redirection request identifies the same 
resource identified by the received request (paragraph 0045). 
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20. Regarding claims 22 and 26, Burema disclosed wherein the received request 
identifies an address (paragraph 0045), and the redirection request identifies the 
address identified by the received request (paragraph 0045). 

21 . Regarding claim 23, Burema wherein sending a redirection request comprises 
sending a redirection request including an indicator that step c) has been performed 
(paragraph 0031 and 0071-78 and Figs. 3a-b). 

22. Regarding claim 27, Burema disclosed wherein receiving a redirection request 
comprises receiving a redirection request including an indicator that a first request has 
been received (paragraph 0045), and wherein the second request for a resource 
includes the indicator that a first request has been received (paragraph 0045). 

23. Regarding claims 30 and 31 , Burema disclosed repeating steps a-c until reaching 
a session expiration (paragraphs 0045-50 and Figs. 3a-b). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRADFORD F. FRITZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3860. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew Caldwell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2442 

IB. F. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2441 



